WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Assembly was dissolved by Proclamation on the 24th Januery, 19€1,
The Eleventh Purliument was convencd for the despalch of business on ithe 28tk
July, 1921, and the First Session commenced on that duy.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, ?«Bth July, 1931
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legisiative Council met at noon pur-
suant to proclamation.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair.
The Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. G, F. Hill-
man} read the proclamation.

ELECTION RETURN—SOUTH-WEST
PROVINCE,

The Clerk announced the receipt of return
to & writ issued for the clection of a member
for the South-West Provinee showing that
Franeis Edward Sykes Willmott had been
duly eclected.

The Houn. F. E. 8. Willmott took the oath
and subgeribed the roll,

COMMISSIONER.

His Execellency’s Commissioner (His FHon-
our the Chief Justiee, Sir Robert Furse Me-
Millan) having cotered the Chamber, a Mes-
sage was sent te the Legislative Assembly
requesting the presence of members in the
Council Chamber,

Members of the Legislative Assembiy hav-

ing arrived accordingly, Ilis Honour the Chief
Justice requested the Clerk te-read His Ex-

ecllency’s Commission to do all things neces-
sary in his name for the opening of the First
Spssion of the Eleventh TIarliament, which
Coemmissign was read.

The Commissioner then read the following
statement :—

Mr. President, Hou. Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Councii and DMembers of the
Legislative Assombly,—

I have it in ecommand from His Excel-
lency the Goverpor to inform you that, at
three o’clock this afternoon, Hiz Excellency
will deelare to you the causes of the ealling
together of this Parliament; and it being
necessary that a Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly should be first chosen, it iz His
Excelleney 's pleasure that you, Members of
the Legislative Assembly, repair to the place
where you are to sit, and, having been dnly
sworn by me, in accordance with the terms
of a Commission granted to me by His Ex-
celleney, yon do elect your Speaker, and
notify the same to His Excellency.
Members of the Legislative Assembly hav-

ing retired, His Excellency’s Commissioner

left the Chawmber.

Sitting suspended from 1813 lo 2.50. pan.

TTTE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH.

His Exeellency the Governor entered the
(‘ouneil Chamber at 3 p.m., and the members
of the Legislative Assembly having also at-
tended- in the Chamber obedientiy- to sum-
mons, His Excelleney was pleased to deliver
the following Speeeh:—

XMy, President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—
Mr, Speaier and Members of the Legislative

Assembly— -

Tt affords me cxtremc plensure to meet the
members of the IEleventh Parliament of
Western  Australia, and to open the Firat
Session of that Parliament.
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AMr. Speal:cr and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

The revenus for the year ended 30th
June, 1921, was £6,789,565, compared with
£5,863,501 for the previous finaneial year,
showing an increase of £926,064; the expen-
diture for the same period was £7,476,201,
compared with £€6,531,725, an increase of
£944,566. The deficit on the year’s trans-
actions was £686,726, inereasing the total
deficit to £4,773,431, The contributions from
revenue to the Sinking Fund for the year
amonnted to £320,203, and the interest on,
and appreciation of, invested Sinking Fund to
£472,545, or a total inerease for the year of
£792,738, making the graml total of the ae-
cumnlated Sinking Fund £7,641,563.

The deficit exeeeded the estimate submitted
to Parliament by £285,425, a result chiefly
due to the falling off in railway revenue fol-
lowing upon the partial er complete suspen-
gion of certain of our industries and the ve-
striction of trade guvnerally. The aids to
revenue imposed in the forms of increased
taxation and higher freights and c¢harges
were absorbed by additions to salaries and
wages awarded by Arbitration Courts and
boards, and by losses resulting from indus-
trial disturbances.

The ecredit of the State is good, and my
advigers anticipate no diffieulty in securing
the money necessary to countinue the work of
development. Pending the flotation of a loan
of £2,000,000 sterling, Treasury bills for that
amount have been issued on the London mar-
ket on very satisfactory terms, and in order
that this fransaction mayv be completed with-
out delay, you will be asked to pass forth-
with a Bill for an Aet to cnablo the Agent
General to sign these bills on behalf of the
State. '

You will be further asked to grant tem-
porary sapplies, aml at an early date the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditvre, to-
gether with the details of the Government’s
finaneial poliey for the current year, will be
submitted to you.

" My¢. President and Honowrable Mcmbers of
the Lewislative Conrecil—

Mr. Spealer and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

The industrics of Western Anstralia are
passing through a period of crisis resulting
from world-wile influences, the ontcome of
the reeent war and the turbulent conditions
still prevailing in many countries. The mar-
kets for wool, frozen meat, base metals,
pearls and pearlshell, sapdalwooed and other
products are in a condition of collapse, and
although this phase is merely a passing one,
tho greatest care will be necessary to meet
the resulting losses and to kepp these indus-
tries in o state of readiness t8 resume aetivi-
ties when the markets recover.

Bountiful raina have fallen in all parts of
the State, and whilst—from this point of
view—the prosperity of the pastoral districts

is assured, the prospects for the eowming har-
vest are alse exceptiomally bright.

The question of the method by whieh this
harvest is to be disposed of is occasioning
my advisers the deepest consideration. The
Govermment is firmly convinved that, beecauge
of the still unsettled condition of world
finance and world trade, it is to the best in-
terests of the State that our wheat pgrowers
should be assisted to obtain the funll value of
their product by the continvanee, for another
season, of a statutory pool. The eflorts of
the Government are at present being exer-

, eised in this dircetion with a view fo indue-

ing the other wheat produring States of Aus-
tralia to jein in a Commonwealth ypoel, or,
alternatively, to establish an independent pool
for Western Australia,

The premium on gold continves at a satis-
factory fipure, but the diffieultics resulting
from deereased ore values in the lower levels
of the mines, and inereased wages and other
working vosts, continue to hamper the indus-
try. The legislation passed last year in re-
gard to tributing has not been submitted to a
tull trial beeause of the opposition of the
mining companies, and a Royal Commission
has been appointed to investigate the wmatter.

Good rains on the goldficlds have bad
a stimulating effeet on  prospecting, and
seventy-two approved parties, comprising 126
men; are being assisted, equipped, and des-
patehed into various portions of the State,
whilst eight repatriation committees have the
loan of prospeeting equipment for jssue to
returned soldiers. Advances for development
and mining are heing continued, and subsi-
dised diamond drill boring is in progress to
test the southerly extension of the Kaluzoorlie
deposits.

With a view to further enmcouraging pros-
peeting for new poldficlds, an smendivent of
the Land and Ineome Tax Act, removing the
heavy impost on the sale of mines, will he
sobmitted for yonwr consideration,

The work of settling vetnroed soldiers on
the land is procecding steadily. As against
the quota originally aHotted to Westforn Aus-
tralia of 1650, applications have been re-
ceived from 6,539 returned men. Fo 5,508
of these, nralifieation eertificates liitve been
issued, whilst 3,938 have been settled on the
und. During the year 192021, LOGH appli-
ecations wers received, 1,000 certificntes wore
issned, aml 9% soldicrs were settled on the
land, The totnl vommitients to alate in epn-
neetion with this work amonnt to €4,183,490,
covering 3,954 soliliers, or am average com-
mitment per soldier of £1,110.  Not only
have the grit and yuality of the returned
men heen demonstrated by the large propoer-
tion who have clected to settle upon the
iand, but the work they are doing, under the
guidance of the Sollier Settlement Board
and the Agrieultural Bank, is of the most
satisfactory character, and there can be no
doubt that the great bulk of them will prove
sucvessful,

In pursuauce of the policy of development
of the vast empty territory in the North and
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the North-West, an exploring party is now
engaged on an overland expedition along the
coast-line between Derby and Wyndham, with
a2 view to deeiding upon the most snitable
harbour in which to establish a new port, so
that now vacant lands to the extent of many
millions of acres may be made available for
pastoral occupation. In order that hetter at-
tention may be given to the requirements of
the people and the industries of the Nerth,
a Resident (Commissioner has been appointed
and is abowt to toke up his duties, Steps
are also being taken to facilitate the ex-
ploitation by private cnterprise of the great
mineral wealth of the North, and tho un-
donbted possibilities of tropical agriculture.

The need for inereasing our population by
a steady influx of suitable immigrants ia
pressing.  For the five years prior to the war
the average number of immigrants entering
the State was 8,056 per annum, whilst for
the two years ending 30th June, 1920, the
total number of immigrants received was
3,400.  An arrangement has becn made with
the Commonwealth Government under which
that Government will bear all the cost of
propaganda work and transport, whilst the
Western Australian Government, through
officers of its own appointment, and under
its eontrol, will have the final right of re-
jection or selection of intending immigrants.
In view of the alarming disproportion of
metropalitan to rural population, s disclosed
by the recent census, it is increasingly neces-
sary that new arrivals should be men and
women spitable for country life and adapted
to country industries.

Owing to the high cost of and difficulty in
obtaining vails, pipes, and other requirements,
the public works policy has been necessarily
restricted. The time is now approaching
when it will be possible to proceed with auth-
orised railways and other works, whilst such
matters of urgeney as the avgmentation of
the metropolitan water supply are reeeiving
attention. Inereased supplies for next sum-
mer ‘have heen secured, and the preliminary
investigations in conneetion with the per-
manent scheme from the Canning River are
nearing completion.

In the interests of economy and efficiency,
the Department of Agriculture has leen re-
organised, with an agriculturist as Director
and Permanent Head. With the object of
spreading the latest information amongst
farmers, and thus providing facilities for
maintaining their technique at the highest
possible level, it is intended to appoint three
assistant agricultoral advisers. Oné of these
will devote himself cntirely to dairy work, the
others will work in the northern and southern
portions respectively of the South-West Div-
ision of the State, and will be in constant
tonch with the farming eommunity in their
respective areas, It is confidently anticipated
that these appointments will have the effect
of inereasing our butter and crop yields. In
order to mako provision for mecuring skilled
specialists to fill vacaneies as they occur, and
for new positions consequent npon the agri-

cultural development of the State, 3 number
of agricultural cadets are to be appointed.

The great task of regencration and conser-
vation of the forested areas, made possible
under the provisions of the Forests Aet, is
proceeding apace. The exaet extent of tha
forest wealth is now knewn, and this know-
ledge will form the basis of future opera-
tions. The high rates to which timber roso
during the war period show little tendency to
reduction, at least so far as the export trade
is coneerned,

A Torest Products Laboratory has been es-
tablished as the result of active and earnest
ca-operation between the Govermments of the
Commonwealth and the State, awd it is hoped
that in the near future a very large propor-
tion of the timber now burned in the waste
fires at the sawmills will be eonverted, threngh
the process of destruetive distillation, into a
large number of valiable chemicals for which
there is a constant demand. Already the
laboratory has justified its existeneo by the
splemli? work it has accomplished in pro-
viding a solution for the tanning problem
centring in the kinro of our marri or redgum
trec.

In porsnance of the policy of assistance to
industries, the constitution of the Council of
Industrial Development has heen widened to
permit of representation of both primary and
secondary industries, combined with teehnical
uand commereial interests. The scope of the
council’s activities has been enlarged to em-
brace the fostering of industrial development,
incleding  seientific  investigation and re-
search; the cstablishment of a burcau of in-
dustrinl information; the creation of a per-
manent cxhibition of the State’s resources;
and, generally, the giving of advice on pro-
posals for finnneial assistance,

In fulfilinent of a promise made during the
closing session of last Parlinment, a Royal
Commission was appointed to inguire into the
cducational system of the State. This Com-
missien was given the widest powers. of in-
vestigation, and, without lmiting these
Jrowers, it was expressly desired to ascertain
whether or not the State was obtaininpg full
value for the money spent on education; in
what way tho system might be improved to
better suit the requirements of the State; in
what way country education might be
amended to the advantage of country indus-
trivs: and what alteration in administrative
methofds might be deairable. The Commission
has completed its work, and its report will be
stbwitted to you shortly.

From the commencement of the current
finaneial year the Commonwealth and State
Taxation Departments have been amalgam-
ated. This amalgamation will save the Stato
Government upwards of £20,000 per annum,
and will alse prove heneficial to the tax-
payers. The question of cowbining other
Federal and State activities in order to
eliminate the waste of duplication and to con-
scrve the public’s interest and ¢onvenienee ig
receiving close attention, and it is hoped that
it will be found possible to reach agreements
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which in several dircetions will achicve these
ends without in any way impairing the sove-
reign rights of a self-governing State,

In obedience to the provisions of the
Licensing Act, 1911, a loeal option poll was
held in April of this year. The result of that
poll has revealed certain defects in the exist-
ing legislation, and n Bill is being prepared
to remedy these and to put our licensing laws
generally on a hetter footing.

Many measures of first-class importance
will claim your attention during the life of
the present ariiament, and amongst those
which it is proposed to submit at an early
date are:—

A Bil for a Hospitals Act,

A Gold Buyers Bil,

Stamp Act Consolidation Bill,
Constitution Aect Amendment Bill,
Land Drainage Bill,

Auctioneers Bill,

Land Agents Registration Bill,
Local Courts Act Amendment Bill,
Bank Holidays Bill,

Fisheries Act Amendment Bill,
Evidence Act Amendment Bill,
Architects Bill,

Road Aet Amendment Bill,
Municipalities Aet Amendment Bill,
Coal Mines Regnlation Bill,
Maechinery Inspection Bill,

City of Perth Bill,

Electoral Law Consolidation Bill, and
A Re-distribution of Seats Bill,

I now leave you to younr labours, trusting
that by the blessing of Divine Providence
they may prove of material andvantage to the
State,

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH.

The PRESIDENT: TFor the sake of
greater accuracy I have obtained from His
Excellency the Governor ecopies of the
Speech which His Excelicacy was pleaged
to deliver to Parliament. Those copies will
be distributed among hon. membera.

QUESTION—BREAD 3UPPLY,

Hon. A, H. PANTON (withont notice)
asked the Minister for Tustice: Is the Min-
ister aware (1)} That the master hakers pro-
pose to go on strike on Satorday? (2) If a
strike takes place, will the Government sup-
ply the people throngh State bakehouses and
(3) If so, will the Government supply police
protection in the cvent of n demonstration
by the master bakers on strike?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
ask that the hon. member give notice of the
-question.

BILL—COURTS OF SESSION.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon
H. P. Colebatch—East) [3.35]: Tn order to
assert and maintain the undovbted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate legis-

lation, T move without notice for leave to
introdace a Bill entitled ‘*An Act to pro-
vide for the establishment of Courts of Ses-
sion,?

Leave given; Bill introdueed and read a
first time.

OBITUARY—HON. E. M. CLARKE.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon H. P. Colebatech—Fast) (3.38]: During
the brief period that has clapsed sinee .our
iast meeting, death has removed one of our
members, The Hon. Epbraim Clarke was in
a double sense the father of the House, e
was the oldest member in point of years, anid
also by virtue of the longest coutinuous sei-
viee, We have amangst our members one,
in the person of Sir Edward Wittenoom,
whose service dates back heyond the period
of Responsible Government.  But his mem-
hership of the House has been broken; and
so it was that when, at the age of 75 years,
the Hon. Ephraim Clarke completed 21 years
as a representative of the South-Weat Pro-
vinee, he was the oldest member in the
House. Apart altogether from State polities,
Mr. Clarke played a very prominent part in
the public life of this country. He was for
no less a period than 27 years a member of
the municipal eouncil of Bunbury, and for
six years he was the mayor of that thriving
seaport. 3¥n his private life he did an im-
mense amount for Western Australia and
particularly for the part in whieh he lived.
Some years ago, when the poliey of repur-
chasing estates for the purpose of closer set:
tlement was decided upon, Mr. Clarke, be-
eanse of his great knowledge and experience
and his known integrity, was selected as one
of the advisers of the Crown; and there can
be but little- doubt that the suecess asso-
eiated with that poliey was in large measure
due to the soundness of his advice. In kis
own distriet he was, I believe, the first man
to replant vines after they were destroyed
throughout the distriet by a fonguns growth
as far back as 1865, As an orchardist, agri-
culturist, and merchant, he was of the very
best type of pionecr. A native of the conn-
try, his love for it and his confidence in its
resonrces gave him the meecessary couraas to
embark on big enterprises; his pertinaeity
enabled him to ecarry those ventures to a
sueeess, whilst his transpgrent honesty earned
for him the respect of all men. During the
long period he was a member of this House
he was always very active. He broutht to
all onr dehates ripe knowledge sinpularly
free from any taint of party bias or class
prejudice,. He was & man of a charming
nature, and T think it may be said for mem-
bers on both sides of the Fonse that we all
loved him. Whilst his passing will occasion
lasting regret, we all feel that it was a privi-
lege to have enjoyed his companionship and
his friendship, and we shall treasure im-
perishable recollections of those qualities of
kindness, goodness and wisdom which made
him so valuable a member of this House and
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this community, As o glight tribute to his
memory I move—

That this House desires to place on re-
cord its appreciation of the public services
reudered to the State by the late Hon.
Ephraim Mayo Clarke, a member for the
South-West Provinee, and to cxpress its
deepest sympathy with his family in the
irreparable-loss they have sustained by his
decease; and that the President be re-
quested to forward the foregoing resolu-
tion to the widow of the deceased gentle-
man,

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [3.43]: 1
gecond the motion so cloguently and sympa-
thetically proposed by the leader of the House.
L am sure the sympathy of every hon. member
goes out to the widow and family of the late
Mr. Clarke. I had the pleagure of knowing
Mr. Clarke for over 20 years, and I ean say
without qualification that he was one of the
finest men I ever knew. Tle was one of a very
old school, born 2t a time when conditions
were not nearly so favourable to the rising
generation as they are to-day. Yet hig in-
domitable pluck and perseverance, and his
wide knowledge of affairs, enabled him to
rise above all difiiculties and to attain a posi-
tion of which any man might well feel proud.
He was an agriculturist and an orchardist,
and of everything pertaining to production
from the land he was a past master, If might
well be said that all residents throughout the
South-West had the greatest affection for him,
During the whole of his life he was an ardent
advocate of improved agriculture, hortieul-
ture and viticulture, and at agricultural show
time it was gratifying to sce people from all
around coming to him for advice. The advice
he gave, being the outecome of his own experi-
ence, was always sound. He was president of
the agriceitural society for many years, and
for 12 years he wag chairman of the Bunbury
butter factory. We all know the difficulties
throngh which those interested in the manu-
faeture of loeal butter have passed, and it is
fargely @ue to the cnergy and determination
of the late hon. member that the industry is
now in a relatively flourishing condition, The
Minister for Education apparently forgot that
the Iate hon. member was once an Honorary
Minister. It was many years ago, but I know
that in his eapacity as Honorary Minister for
Lands he gave to the State the best of his
ability and knowledge. As a member of this
House he was greatly loved and respected.
Every word he uttered was listened to with the
greatest attention by hon. members. He never
spoke on any question which he did not tho-
roughly understand.
duty, and his faithful service, will keep his
memory green for many years fo come. I
join with the Minister and other hon. mem-
bers in eXpressing deep regret at the loss of
so valuable 2 member of the House, and 1
think it will be gratifying to the wdow and
family to know the high esteem in which
the late Mr, Clarke was held by hon. mem-
bers,

His great devotion to

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENOOM (Nerth)
|3.45]: I deeply regret that the oeeasion has
arisen for a motion such as this, one which
has necessitated my sapporting the remarks
which have so ahly fallen from the lips of pre-
vious speakers. They have testified so fully te
the qualities of our iate hon. member that they
have left little for me to add. I was ae-
quainted with the late Mr. Clarke for n great *
number ot years, and it must be a great
gratification to those who belong to him to
find that he gained the respect of cveryone,
I looked upon him as n splendid example of
o man, beeanse his one objeet was to develop
and improve the country in -which he lived.
In consequence of his work there are numerous
landmarks in the distriet in which he lived,
pointing to his untiring and well-direeted in-
dustry and enterprise. To my idea he ful-
filled the qualities that a man should fulfil,
namely that having lived a long and useful
life, and having made perhaps a ecompetency
ingtead of retiring inte an old age of slothful
case, he devoted his remaining years to the
country which had done so much for him, and
he placed at its dispogal, whatever they might
be worth, his cxperience and abilities so as to
forward its interests. It ought to be the am-
bition of every man, that after he has dons
for himself what he can, whatever his abili-
tics and brains may be worth he should piace
them at the disposal of his country,
if those whe belong to that country
are willing to accept them. We find
that the late Mr. Clarke actuaily died
in  harness after having had a hard
contest to get hack into Parliament, That
only shows that he was willing to place at the
disposal of his country what expericnce and
ahility he possessed. T think nothing could be
better than that. Tt is pleasing to know that
he leaves behind him members of his family
who, T am certain, will continue to carry on
that good name, 1 do not think T can add
anything more to the remarks which have been
s¢ well made concerning him, except perhaps
to repeat the old and well-known words ‘‘re-
quieseat in paee.’’

Hon, J. W. HICKEY (Central) [3.52]: I
join with the leader of the House and other
speakers in my cxpression of keen regret at
the necessity which has arisen for this
motion. We have come to realise that after
each guceessive session a motion of this kind -
is usually moved by the leader of the House.
On this oceasion it unfortunately happens to
relate to our fermer old friend, the Hon.
E. M. Clarke. We are carrying tho motion
te his memory, Next segsion, possibly, it
will be a motion concerning somoe member at
present in thia Chamber, Bo that as it may
we must recognise the faet that in our late
colleague we had one of nature’s gentlemen,
T wish to support the motion, feeling that
we cnbnot do anything less than convey a
tribute to his memory and our heartfelt sym-
pathy to his widew and family. The State
has lost an able statesman and useful publie
servant. From this Chamber we have lost
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an able colleague; his family have lost a
loving husband and father. [ had many
consultations with the Jate Mr. (larke on
varions oceasions. Although differing from
him in politics in many instances, I realise
that his adviee at all times was worth the
most serions congideration. 1 sapport the
motion.

The PRESIDENT [3.54]: Before putting

the motion which has been moved and
seconded, and which I will ask. hon.
" members to pass standing in  their
places, T may perhaps be allowed, afler
cighteen years companionship with the
late Hon, E, M., Clarke in this House,

to testify to the advantage and plea-
sure I gained from my intercourse with that

gentleman. Tt is men like the late Mr.
Clarke who make thia or any other
country, Mr, Clarke was 2 man who

both in his pursnits and in his thoughts
was & Dbeliever in  the outdoor life.
He was a believer in that country
life to which we must look for the future
welfare of Australia. We all know what his
services were to his beloved south-west, and
indeed to the whole of the State. Hon. mem-
bers will agree with me that it will be long
before those in this House or members in
another place forget his long, his faithful,
and his praetical services to his constituency
and to the State, and it will be long before
they cease to revere his memory.

Question put and passed; members stand-
ing.

. ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
{3.56]: I move—

That the following addvess be presented
to His Exeellency in reply to the Speech he
has been pleased to deliver to us: ‘¢ May it
Mease your Excellency. We, the members
of the Legislative Council of the Parlinment
of the State of Western Aunstralia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign and to thank
your Excelleney for the Speech you have
Lieen pleased to deliver to Parliament.’?

I notice that Iis Excellency’s Speech beging
with finance, and very rightly so. I know
nething that is causing more anxiety to this
State than finance.  The Speech shows that
the revenue has inereased by nearly a million
pounds, but that the expenditure hasg also in-
creased by an amount greater than the increase
in the revenue. The deficit satill inereases,
and now reaches the handsome sum of ¢
millions. On the other hand, it is pleasing
to know that the sinking fund has reached
an amount of over 7 million pounds. Heavy
losses on our railways, we are told, partien-
larly accqunt for this, It would be an easy
matter to further inereasg taxation and to
further increase the railway rates and fares
in order that the revenue might be made to

meet the expenditure. The time, however,
has not come when this can be.done, People
cannot pay much more taxation and fares
and freights, which, although comparing fav-
ourably with fares and freights in the other
States, cannot to-day be increased in West-
etn Australia, Furthermore, this would be
altogether too easy a means of dealing with
the guestion, 1f those in control of our rail-
way system knew that Parliament woulil
agree time and again to increased fares and
freights they would then bevome earcless in
the matter of expenditure, and the trouble
would go om as it is going to-day. It seéms
to me that most people arc of opinion that
by the ruthless discharge of ecivil servants,
irregpective of their worth or merit, we can
wipe out the defieit. From the little experi-
ence I have had, running over abont four
years, I say such i3 not the case. I do not
think that the discharge of nombers of eivil
servants will make any difference to the
firances. On the other hand, where depart-
ments are over-manned, then we should cer-
tainly get rid of the dromes. The pruning

"knife should he carefully used, and we must

see that we do mnot impair efficiency when
doing s0. Again, T have always been of
opinion that sueh matters as water supply
can be better controlled either by boards or
munieipal avthorities. I have always been of
opinion that the funds of the State could be
better used for developmental work than in
trading concerns, and that such a matter as
trade should be left to private enterprise, ex-
copt where we find private enterprise coxtort-
ing undue profits from the publie. State
enterprises could then come in and serve as
policemen, as was done in the carly days on
the goldfields when people had to obtain their
supplies of water from condensers, Private
condcusers in those days undoubtedly profit-
ecred on the publie,

Hen. J. Nicholson:
price-fixing measure.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The price-
fixing measure is very nice on paper but
mythical in practice.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You will cause a big
commotion amongst the Lakers.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: In the old
days when private people yprofiteered in
water, the Qovernment crected condensers in
order to reduce the price of water from 1s,
to 4d. a gallon. The result was that people
in charge of the private vondensers immedi-
ately reduced their price of water to 2d, per
gallon. The Government then, being a wise
CGovernment, did not continue to compete
arainst private individuals but left their con-
densers to act as poticemen upon these pro-
fitecrs,

Hon, F. A, Baglin: Woulll you do that
with the State Implement Works?

Hon. F. E. B, WILLMOTT: In the days
when T sat in another place T quarrelled with
memhbers of the Country Party because [
maintained that we should not pick and
choose amongst the trading concerns. We
could not, Ffor instance, sell the State Saw-

Put them under the
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mills and keep on the State Implement Works.
As o matter of principle we must either
keep them all or sell them all, I say we
should sell them all. It has also been pointed
ot thal gencral chaos has lLeen caused by
the War in the finances of the world. That
is undoubtedly the ease. Anyone who has
been following finaneial questions must find
that the rate of exchange has been against
us with deplorable results, because we import
so0 much of our requirements into Western
Australia. On the other hard the manufae-
tures of the Eastern States have been hedged
round with a high wall of tariff, Western
Aungtralia has very few manufactures, and
congequently we in this State are not deriv-
ing the same benefits as the Eastern States
receive. As we make most of our money from
the land, we find that we have te pay the
piper for the advantages accruing to Eastern
States manufacturers. Western Australia suf-
fers accordingly. The gold mining industry,
T note from the Speech, is in rather a poor
condition; matters in that respect are dull
However, I do hope that some of the pros-
pectors about whom the Governor’s Speech
has told us that they are now searching the
country from one end to the other, will sue-
ceed in finding for Western Australia another
Golden Mile, The market for base metals, T
am sorry to say, is in a very bad condition
indeed. That eircumstanec affects us in
many ways; as regards tin mining, for in-
stanee. At the present price of tin, that
metal ean be produced at a huge profit in
other countries, where coloured labour is
abundant. Here, on the other hand, beeausc
of our different living conditions, such is not
the case. The whole of the tin cutput of the
world is only about 250,000 tons per annum;
and, of that quantity, seldom more than
23,000 tons is stored in the warehouses or on
the water. The result is that, should at any
time that quantity be exceeded or diminished
by, say, 5,000 tons, the manipulators of the
market are in a position to vse that eircum-
starce to their own advantage and to the
detriment of the tin producers. I trust that
Weatern Aunstralin, will profit from the huge
manganese deposit which has been so fav-
ourably reported upon by the State Mining
Fngincer. Tf T remember rightly, that officer
estimated the value of the deposit to be over
12 millions sterling. T trust the deposit will
e worked in the immediate future,  We have
also the hnge iron deposit at Yampi Sound.
We o not want to sce that deposit utilised
by Queensland or any other State. Let us
ses what we in Western Australia can do with
it. We have here coal, iron and manganese,
and indeed, wo have everything in our favour
here for the cstablishment of steel works.
Hon. A. H. Panton: Everything except a
go-ahead Government. :
Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The ‘Govern-
ment, T take it, are quite all right. 1t is
the opposition the Government hove to put
up with that is sometimes rather tiring. I
am pleased to note that a resident Commis-

sioner has been appointed for the North-West,
Thin is a step in the right direction. We
have heard rumblings and grumblings as to
the cutting off of that portion of the State
from this end. North-Western people fre-
quently assert that matters of vital import-
ance to the Norih-West connot be dealt with
expeditiously in cxisting #onditions. T trust
that this complaint will now be a thing of
the past, and that we shall find in the officer
appointed, a capable man fully equal to deal-
ing with the many North-Western questions
which will from time to time call for atten-
tion., Certainly we want another port be-
tween Derby and Wyndham, There is a huge
tract of country in that North-West corner
which has been reported upon and which, from
the information that has reached me, T be-
lieve to be excellent pastoral land indeed. If
we do not populate that end of the State in
the near future, then somebody eclse will do
it for us.

Hon. F. A, Baglin: What about the State
steamers?

Hon, F. E, 8, WILLMOTT: There are mil-
lions of acres of good pastoral land there, and
it iz well watered land. I hope that speedily
we shall find those districts stocked, to the
advantage of the pastoralist and to the ad-
vantage of Western Auastralia. The report
of the Education Royal Commission was, in
part, made public recently, as 1 daresay
hon. members will have obgerved. I hope

that the results of the report of that
Royal Conimissieon will be for the
benefit of the State. Necessarily the

cost of education in Western Australia is
high; it must be so, considering our huge
territory and our small population. But 1
want to impress upon hon. members generally
and upon the Minister for Education certain
cireumstances in this eonncetion. We talk
about settling the back eountry. We say
that if we do not produce we shall never wips
out our deficit. Let me point out that we
shall never settle our back country satisfac-
torily until we give the children in the back
blocks the same edunecational facilities as are
available in the cities and in the larger
towns. The trouble is that although much
has been done, not half enough has yet been
done, with the resnlt that we find fathers
and mothers in the country, seeing their chil-
dren growing up aroundd them and not re-
ceiving the same grade of eduecation as is
available to eity children, and as these eoun-
try children need in order to fight the battle
of life en equal terms with the children of
more populons centres, we find such fathers
and mothers declaring that they will give up
their farms and seelk employment in the
nearest town. We want to spop that drift
to the towns. Attention has heen ealled time
and again to the large influx into the towns,
and into the metropolitan area in particular,
from the country districts, Tf we are to
stop that, we must see that the children of
the back blocks are afforded overy educa-
tional faeility, While on the snbject of edu.
cation, let me express the hope that noi-
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with~tandiug the condition of the Treasury,
sufficient money will be found for the es-
tablishment of an agricultural college, [ am
sute hon. members will agree with me that
rothing is more needful to-lay in this State
than an agricultural eollege on up to date
lines. We can go far beyomd what exists in
the Eastern States. Let us turn to Ameriea
and find out what has heen donc there. I
pare not where our agricultural eollege may
be established. The point is net one on
which a parochial opinion ghould be ox-
pressed, Let the site of the agricultural col-
lege be in Northam or Bridgcetown or any
other important country eentre; so far as I
am concerned, it does not matter to me one
jota as Jong as we have a thoroughly up to
date college where our sons can learn to com-
bine science with practical farming.

Hon. F. A, Baglin: Why not leave that
matter to private enterprise?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: As regards
goldier settlement, I think we can flatter oar-
selves that the settlement of soldiers on the
land has been better carried out in Western
Australia than in any of the Eastern States.
T had something to do with that matter, and
T know that soldiers when they firat returned
were rather obsessed with the idea that things
in this regard were so much better done in
Queensland that it would pay a soldier to
leave Western Australia and fake advant-
age of the offers made in the northern State.
I know of several returned soldiers who
went from Western Australia to Queersland,
and T am pleased to say that every one of
those men—IJ speak of those of whose cases
T have personal knawledge—wna very glad
indeed to return to Western Ausiralia and
take np farming pursuits here. The grass on
the other side of the fence always looks the
greenest; but generally it is found that if
one looks carefully at the grass on this side
of the fence, there is much to commend it.
In commection with soldier scttlement, there
is just one point which I desire to stress,
The question is, where can we best settle im-
migrants? If we say that we will settle
them on the wheat lands, we find that prae-
tically all our wheat lands in the neighbour-
hood of the existing railway system are al-
ready alienated. Tf we talk of settling im-
migrants on the pastoral areas of the North,
then the question arises of finding the neces-
sary capital. One cunnot start in the North-
West without a fairly Iarge eapital. T have
heard truly wonderful idens uttered from
time to time by people who surely must know
very little about the subject, pcople who
talked about eutting the pastoral runs of the
North into 2,000.acre blocks to be run with
5.000 sheep. It really makes onc very much
afraid when ‘one reflects that amongst the
new blood in this new Parlinment thore are
men who have given utterance to such ab-
surditics as this. T do indeed trust that such
hon. members will listen to their fellow mem-
bers and thereby learn a little wisdom. Then,
where are we to settle the immigrants re-
ferred to? I contend that there is only one

place in which they can be settled, and that
iz the preat South-West ID’rovinee of which
I have the henour fo be a representative, T
know We tern Australin, with the exeeption
of the Kimberloys, fairly well, and I declare
that there i3 no part of the State which
offera greater possibilities for the immigrant
with amall eapital than does the South-
West. Tt is a well watered country.

Hon. 1% A. Ba#lin: Too wrell watered.

IMTon. F. E..8 WILLMOTT: Woulid ot
evrtain other portions of the State have heen
very glad indeed to have some of the sur-
plus water of the South-West in the past? Tt
in not so very long ago that the settlers in
other parts of this land of Wesatern Aus-
tralia practically went down on their knees.”
Why? Because they were suffering from
drought. In the North and in the Fast there
arc dronehts, unfortunately; but we never
get dronghts in the South. In the Sounth we
enjoy the great privileges of a  wonderful
climate. good soil, and practical immunity
from droughts.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: What about drainage?

Hor. F'. E. 8..WILLMOTT: Undonbtedly
the Sonth-West does want drainage. Tn fact,
we want many things done there which we
intend to get, The land of the South-West
ig particularly snitable for dairying, and we
have therc orchard Iands equal te anything
in Australia, not exeluding Tasmania, The
geographieal and eclimatic conditions of this
State are such that we can place onr fruit
on the Londen market three wecks earlier
than Tasmania ean. Unfortunately, in the
past we have not always been able to secure
ships with refrigerated space to carry our
produce to London. T trust that during the
coming season we shall at least get one ship
in February and then, if we have 40,000 or
50,000 eases on that ship, we shall again show
what we have proved this year—that our fruit
ia superior to any other fruit grown in Ans-
tralasia. In the southern portion of thiy
State, particularly in the South-West corner,
we have a great variety of scils and the
finest timber that can be seen anywhere in
the world. Of course, our jarrah lands must
be preserved. Cur karri land, where the tow-
ering karrli is growing so profrsely, must
also be carefully preserved. With the mixed
country of red gum and the karri, howerver,
it is a different question altogether. If we
are to have people settle there, we must he
prepared to sacrifice some of that karri tim-
her. Hon. members who have visited the
karri forests know that they comprise a sight
never to be forgotten. 'The country there
abounds with running rivers, ever-grecn bush
and millions of karri trees standing
like huge pillars. It is one of the finest sights
in Australia, and T hope and trust that we
will sec mary people making use of the road
which has been constructed from Manjimup
to Nornalup whereby they will gain some
idea of the nature of the eountry in that
part of the State and appreciate what a won-
derful asset we have in our timber belt,
We bave another asset and one which might
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almost come first; I refer to Clollie coal. Tt
i3 an extraovdinary thing that we find people
from time to timce making derogatory re-
marks about Collie coal.
ern Australia be to-day withont Collie coal?
ITas it not saved uns from time to time when,
owing to industrial troubles and other eauses,
we could not get eoal from the KEastern
States? What filled the breach—Collie coal
every time. We have proved the worth of
Collie eoal and we should realise that we have
conl scams there which are practieally wn-
iimited, 'We should be proud of such 2 mar-
vellous asset. To utilise it, however, ag we
should, we must have proper bunkering facili-
tics at the natural port, whieh is Bunbury.
Hon. F. A, Baglin: Why not at Fre-
mantle?
Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Fremantle is
not the natural port for Collie eoal trade.
Hon. A, H. Panton: It is the only port,
Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: We do not
want to drag cverything to Fremantle. We
must use the natural port of Bunbury and we
intend to uwse it. Wc must have proper bun-
kering facilities there and provide wharves
to enable our timber, wooi, fruit, wheat, and
many other commodities, which are produced
in that part of the State to be handled effi-
ciently and expeditiously.
Hon, F. A. Baglin: Karri can be loaded
more cheaply at Fremantle than at Bunbury.
Hon. F, E, 5, WILLMOTT: We will be
able to load it more cheaply at Bunbury, if
we are given the proper facilities. T do not
think T need dwell further upon the South-
West cxeept to say that the main trouble
there in the past has been the task of deal-
ing with the heavily timbered land. T think
the group settlement scheme is ‘the solution
of that difficulty. What one man cannot un-
dertake '‘on his own’’ becomes less diffi-
eult and troubles arc minimised when groups
of 20 or more men are put on to cope with
the work.  The task of clearing these huge
areas of heavily timbered country can he car-
ried on cheaply and expeditiously by means
of the group settlement scheme. This is a
big country and we require men at the head
of affairs to look after the interests of this
large State. Men are wanted with big ideas
and it must not be forgotten that to-day
great things have to be done and that a man
must live as if he had never to die.
Hon. J. Ewing: Hear, hear!
right.

That is

Hon, A, LOVERTN (Metropolitan) [4.20]:
T formally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. .J. Nicholson debate
adjourned.

BILL—TREASURY BILLS
(SIGNATURES).

All Stages.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hou.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.21]: T move—

Where would West- -

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended for the present sitting as is
neeesgary to permit of Message No. 1
from the Legislative Assembly being taken
into consideration forthwith and the Bill
forwarded thercwith being passed through
all stages,

I regret, Mr. President, the necessity to
ask members to pass this Bill to-day but I
can assure members that the Bill is purely
a formal one. ’

Hon. A. Lovekin: Cannot we sec the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
the Rill will be cirenlated,

The PRESIDENT: It is customary for
Bills to be civenlated at the second reading
stage.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Bill will be circulated in a few minutes,
and I realise that it is usual for the Min-
ister to justify asking the House to take
what is rather an unusual procedure at this
stage of the session. The position is that
the State made arrangements to raise a sum
of twe million pounds by loan in London.
The Ymperial Government, because of finan-
cial arrangements of its own, prohibited the
issue of State loans for a fixed period. The
State was then advised to issue Treasury
bills for six months in order that the loan
might be arranged at a subsequent date.
Treasury bills were offered for the amount of
two millions and were taken up at a discount
at the rate of 515 per cent. for 12 months.
The transaction has been completed, and the
difficuity arises in this way, that the nsnal
practice is for Treasury bills to be signed
in Western Australia by the Treasurer and
Under Treasurer in blank., They are sent
to London in blank and are filled up there
when taken up. That is quite a satisfactory
arrangement when we linow some weeks
ahead particulars of the Treasury bills to
be taken uwp, In this ense, however, the
position was not known until the immediate
necessity arose, because it was intended to
raise a loan and all arrangements had been
made to that end. The purpose of the Bill
is merely to authorise the Agent General
in London and the accountant at the Lon-
don Agency to sign these bills in lien of
the Treasurer and the Under Treasurer,
That is the sole purpose of the Bill, and
such purpose is expressed by the terms of
the measure, The measure refers to no
other Treasury billa except the two millions
sterling referred to, and it mercly author-
jses the Agent General and the accountant
to gign instead of the Treasurer and the
Under Treasurer,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.25]:
I have attended sittings of Pacliament for
some 30 years and this is the most unique
proceeding I have yet encountered. The
Minister in charge of the House asks us,
withont even a typed copy of the Bill in
our hands, to pass authority to sign Trea-
sury bills for two million pounds in London.
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The Bill T sec has now Dbeen distributed
among members and perbaps when I have
hadl an opportority of reading it, T may
offer uo objection to the suspension of the
Staling Orders, which has been proposed
by the Minister. Any proposal affecting
the finaneial position of the State such as
that brought forward by the Minister
should not be adsented to by this House
without some protest on the part of mem-
bers. Having now looked through the Bill,
I for one would like to have further time
to comsider it. Last session we passed a
Lean Bill for £3,370,000. This autborisa-
tion

The Minister for Education:
an authorisation at all,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: There iz nothing to
show that it is not, and that this Bill does
not affect the financial position of the State
accordingly. I do not think thiz House
should pass a measure of this sort on the
word of a Minister that the thing is all
right; and, especially in view of the finan-
cial position of this country, the fullest
consideration should he given to a measure
of thie sort., In these circumstances 1 fesel
I cannot wvote for the suspension of the
Standing Orders.

This is not

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM (XNorth)
[#.27]: As one who is very reluetant to agree
to anything adding to the financial burdens
of this State, I do not sce that we can do
much exeept to earry this Bill. As a matter
of fact, T suppose the two millions invelved
is nearly all expended at the present moment,

Hon. A. Lovckin: What about an over-
draft?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: If we
do not get this money to refund the two
million pounds, we shall be in a distinetly
awkward predieament.

Hon. F, A. Baglin: On a point of order.
Arc we discussing the suspengion of the
Standine Orders or the Bill in peneral?

The PRESTDEXNT: We are discussing the
question of the svspension of the Standing
Orders.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: I
was led to make these remarks becanse of
the references which have already been made
to the purposes of the Bill

The PRESTDEXT: Hon. members are deal-
ing with the question that so much of the
Standing Orders should be suapended and so
on. The hon. member is not really out of
order, brt T ask him to confine himself to the
question of the propriety or impropriety of
suspending the Standing Orders.

Hon., Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM :
While T am in order, despite the interjection
by Mr. Baglin, in prucePdlng as T was doing,
T will content myself with saying that I am
in favour of the suspension of the Standing
Orders for the purpose indicated by the Min.
ister,

Question put and passed.

First Reading.
Bill introduced aund read a first time.

Seconl Reading,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon,
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.290]: In moving
the second reading of the Bili, I ask Mr.
Lovekin to accept my assurance that this is
purcly a formal matter in conneetion with
the signing of Treasury bills and it does not
give the Government authority te do any-
thing. The moncy is raised under the exist-
ing authorities and this Bill has no purpose
whatever except to substitute the signing of
Treasury bills by .the Agent General and the
accountant at the London agency for the
Treasurer and the Under Treasurer in this

State. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The PRESIDENT [4.30]: I would point
out to hon. members that it is not permissible
to discuss on this Bill anything except the
matter of the signatures to Treasury bills,
Ne¢ doubt members will have an opportunity
at a later stage to discuss the propriety or
impropriety of borrewing the money, but this
Bill, as I read it, is simply one for altering
the personality of the signatories, and mem-
bers must confine themsclve to that subjeet.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.31]:
According te Clavse 2 of the Bill, these
Treasury bills have to he signed under an
Aet which already ,exists for the jssue of
Treagury bills. This Bill has just been put
into our hapds nd we have had no oppor-
tunity to look into the Act to ascertain the
nature of its provisions. We find that, under
this Bill, the Agent General and the account-
ant to the London Apgeney are to e substi-
tuted for the Colonial Treasurer and the
TUnder Treasurer to sign these Treasury bills
for two millions of money, but no rate of
interest is stipulated. The Minister has in-
formell us that the rate of interest is 514
per cent. per annum, but there is mothing in
this Bill to bind the Government to that rate.
I happen to know that in Lendon to-day
nearly the whole of this two millions of money
is owed on overdratt to the London, West-
minster and Parr's Bank, and that a good
deal of the money is subjeet to an interest
charge of 7 per cent.

The PRESIDENT: T ask the hon.
to speak to the Bill

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: [ am coming to the
Bill. This measure provides for no rate of
intercst.

The PRESIDEXT: Order! T have already
cxplained to len. mmemhers that the subject
of this Bill is one of signatures to Treasury
hills, the substitution of the signatures of the
Agent General and another officer for those
of the Colonial Treasurer and the TUnder
Treasurcr. I ask members to confine them-
selves to that subjcet.

member
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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: There iz something
more than that in this Bill. Clavse 2 states
that Treasory bills, bearing the signatures of
the Agent General and the aceountant at the
London Ageney, in lien of the signatures of
the Colonial Treasurer and the Under Trea-
surer, may be lawfully made out and issued
in London under the aunthority of the Trea-
sury Bills Act 1893, and then it goes on to
say ‘‘for the purpose of raising a sum of
money not exceeding two million pounds.’?
But no rate of intercst is stipolated.

Hon. R. (. Ardagh: Are we to get another
Bill for the two million pounds?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T do not know. I
am informing the House that the London,
Westminster and Parr’s Bank has advanced
an overdraft of about two millions, and that
some of this money is carrying interest at 7
per cent. Is it likely that that Dank, which
is earning 7 per cent. on an overdraft, is
going to advance money on Treasury hills at
51, per cent.? I do not think it is at all
likely. This Bill does not limit the rate of
interest at al. The rate may be 20 per
cent. All that the Bill provides is that the
Government may issne these Treasury bills at
any rate of interest they like. Certainly we
bave the word of the Minister, which we are
bound to accept, that the rate of interest is
514 per cent. per annum, but we have no right
to pass legislation of this sort. If the rate of
interest is 514 per cent. per annum, it should
be stated in the Bifll. 'When the Bill reaches
the Committee stage T propose to move an
amendment requesting another place to limit
the amount of interest to 314 per cent. per
annum,

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN (West) [4.34]: Be-
fore agreeing to give the right to the Agent
General amd the accountant to sign these
Treasury bills, the [Tonse is entitled to some
information which it has not yet received. 1
personzlly do not know what is likely to hap-
pen at the end of six months, or whether thia
Heuse will have the right to say whether the
Government shall
loan for two millions ‘of money. T wauld
like to know what the position will be when
the Treasury bills expire. As Mr. Lovekin
pointed out, we do not know at what rate of
interest these Treasury Bills are being issued.
T eertainly wish to assist the Government in
any way that I can. Money is needed in this
country amd we have been told that the
State’s eredit is good, but one cannot help
vicwing with a certain amount of sunspicion
a request to adopt some anprecedented pro-
cedure of this sort to give the Agent Gean-
eral and the uaecountant authority to sign
these Treasury bills, [ «do not mind doing
this provided the neceszsary information is
given to us, that is information as to the
actual need for this procedure, and what will
happen after the Treasury bills so signed
have expired. While I am disposed to sup-
port the Bill, T think we should first be given
this information,

be authorised to float a.

Hon. A. H. PANTOX (West) [4.36]:
While I do not intend to opposc the second
reading ot the Bill, [ do wish to cuter my
emphatic protest against the method swhich
the CGovernment have adopted of Dbringing
down legislation te this Flouse. Parliament
has been in recess since December last and
surely between that time and the present the
Government must have known what was
likely to happen with regard to the financial
position of the State. Yet, on coming here
to-day, we are asked to rush through in a few
minutes legislation of this deseription about
which moest members seem to know nothing
at all. We frequently hear complaints about
legisiation being sent to us late in the
session, but evidently the Government have
rushed it down carly on this oceasion. I
hope that the House will take a stand this
session and insist upon legislation being sent
here in such 2 manner that members will be
ahle to diseuss it thoroughly. I trust that
the leader of the Hounse will get his colleagues
to give us a proper opportunity te deal with
legislation in a thorough manner,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply)
[4.38]: I should like to assure Mr, Pauton

that the Government did not know of the
necessity for this Bill until after the date
for the opening of Parliament had been
fixer, I wish to make it clear to Mr. Baglin
that this Bill gives no authority whatever for
the borrowing of money. The authority un-
der which this money has been horrowed is
authority which the Government already pos-
sess, It would have been quite competent for
the Treasurer to have signed the Treasury
Dillg, to have had them countersigned by the
Under Treasurer, and to have sent them to
London, without approaching Parliament or
discussing the question in Parliament at all
This would have been cntirely within the
authority alrcady conferred by Parliament,
The provision to which Mr. Lovekin has re-
ferred mercly rvestricts the authority to this
prescnt issne of Treasury billa. We are not
asking Parliament to make it a practice that
the Agent (eneral and the aceountant should
be able to sign Treasury bills which the Gov-
crament have been authorised to issue. We
arc merely confining the authority to this one
igsne of Treasury bills, and we ask that the
Apent General and the accountant should be
cmpowered te sign, in lieu of the Colonial
Treasurer and the Under Treasurer, Treasury
‘bills which it is competent for the Treasurer
and the Under Treasurer to sign without
any auwthority from Parlinment; that is to
say, the authority is already possessed by
tha Government.

Question put and passed.
+ Bill rcad a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J, Bwing in the Chair;. the Minister
for Edueation in charge of the Bill.
Clanse 1—agreed to.



T ' [ASSEMBLY.]

Clange 2—Mcthod of signing certain Trea-
sury hills:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Can the Minister in-
form mwe what rate of interest was allowed
under the Loan Aet of last scssion?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX: The
Government have authority to borrow in twe
or three ways. The rate of interest on lower
loans, by way of Treasury bills, is not Hm-
ited. The Government can pay whatever
rate of interest they like. 'The rate of in-
terest fixed by the Loan Act of last session,
however, was 6 per cent, or 6% per cent.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: T think- it was 04
per cent.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not think we
should pass this Bill as it stands. I move an
amendment—

" That in line nine, after ‘‘pounds,”’ the
words ‘"at a rate of interest not exceeding
63, per centum per annum’’ be inserted.

We should not permit to he passed at this
stage legislation which allows of frenzied
finance.

The Minister for Edueation:
nothing to do with it

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: If these Treasury
bills can be issned at any rate of interest the
Government like to prescribe, we should take
care to see that the rate of interest is stipu-
lated.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We¢ have already
authorised the Government to raise the
money. :

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: But it is our doty
to guard against the Treasury bills being
issued at an inflated rate of interest.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: They are
issued at a discount.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: ‘Whether at dis-
eount or interest, it amounts to the same
thing.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot aceept the amendment; it is entirely
foreign to the purpose of the Bill. The
title is A Bill for an Act to make further
provision for the signing of Treasury bills.”’
The only effect of the Bill is to substitute
one set of signatures for amother. The only
effect of the amendment would be to make it
imposgsible for the Government to kesp an
undertaking into which they have entered.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: It scems to me that
this Bill is designed merely for the purpose
of saving time. Under existing conditiond
these Treasury bills coutd be signed here and
sent to London, and tbis House would have
no say whatever in the matter, The Bill will
merely facilitate the finalising of the matter.
Therefore I support the measure.
gight I thought it would be dangerous, but,
after further consideration, I am satisfied
that it is quite in order.

Hon. R. J. LYNN:; I realise that the leader
of the House is quite correct in-stating that
the Government have ample auntbority to iasue
these Treasury bills. The Government have

That has

At first:

also their loan authorisation uwnder which they
can redeem these Treasury bills, after being
discounted, ont of the loan to be floated.
On the other hand, Mr. Lovekin has un-
doubtedly presented a phase of the question
whieh -should not be overlookeil by the Com-
mittee. What this means ia that the Gov-
ernment have ecarte blanche to sell Treasury
bills at almost any rate of discount. T de-
sire to he corrected if T am wrong. TE the
Government can to-day diseount their paper
at 53 per cent. per annum for six months,
it would be interesting to know what in addi-
tion to 3% per cent. is charged in connection
with this discount. Ts there any brokerage
attached to it? Have we an assurance from
the leader of the House that it simply means
£2 15g, for every £100 we are borrowing, and
that at the end of six months the amount
will be redeemed out of the loan to be raised$

Hon. A. Lovekin: He cannot give you that
assurance.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: It is wrong that a
Government should have power to discount
Treasury bills at any rate lrrespective of
the cost to the ecountry. If that should. be
the position then the amendment submitted
by the hon. member is ip order.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 4.50 p.m.

Regislative Hgsembly,

Thursdey, 28th July, 71981
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY,

The Legislative Assembly met at noom,
pursuant to proclamation by His Excellency
the Governor, which proclamation was read
by the Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grant).



